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ith six daily Little 
Red scheduled flights 
(for as little as £50) 
between Heathrow 
and Edinburgh, the 
opportunities for a 

long weekend in Auld Reekie are accessible 
and abundant. Edinburgh is teeming with 
accommodation options but the pick of the 
crop has to be Number One Royal Circus, 
Newtown. This boutique bed and breakfast 
hotel is complete with all of the finishing 
touches for a perfect nights stay; including a 
Nespresso machine in every room, high 
speed wireless (for those who are 
determined to go on checking emails), 
stunning artwork, a 
grand piano in the bar 
and even a fully 
equipped kitchen at your 
disposal (in which you 
can enjoy a Scottish 
breakfast cooked 
personally by the hotel’s 
owners). Staying here is like having your 
own Georgian mansion in the centre of the 
capital with access to your own private 
gardens in a very desirable postcode. 

 A stone’s throw from this bed and breakfast 
is Stockbridge, leafy green and skirted by a 
picturesque river.  This little corner of 
Edinburgh plays host to the city’s best 
Farmer’s Market (on Sundays), to which 
traders come from all over Scotland and 
shopping opportunities abound. In fact, for 
expressly Scottish fashion, Common People 
has recently opened at 46 St Stephen Street. 
This chic menswear store focuses on 

responsible and locally sourced 
craftsmanship and features a sophisticated, 
grown-up style combined with a 
contemporary element. For a more time-
consuming (but perhaps more rewarding) 
option, there is Armstrongs, an Edinburgh 
based vintage and second hand shop chain 
with three branches in the city, holding a 
treasure trove of delights. Sift through the 
jumble here for men’s dress shirts, barely 
worn cashmere jumpers, uniquely printed 
cravats and scarves, and plenty of stock for 
fancy dress.  

 Alternately, play the true tourist and wander 
up the Royal Mile to the Esplanade, where, 

at the entrance to the 
castle, you can take in 
the spectacle of the city. 
Time your visit to 
coincide with the daily 
one o’clock gun, a 
canon that has been fired 
every day since 1861 to 

ensure ships in the Firth of Forth could set 
their maritime clocks. Nearby, and not to be 
missed, is Mary King’s Close; a bizarre but 
fascinating tourist attraction, which 
provides an insight into seventeenth century 
Edinburgh. 
 Costumed actors will take you down into 
the subterranean streets of the old city, 
where the dwellings, stacked side by side, 
can still be observed, completely intact.  

W

“Follow this up with a 
dram of Scotch, and as 

you sit in front of a 
roaring log fire
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“you can take in the 
spectacle of the city”
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t is a must to take a trip to 
Panda and Sons, 79 
Queen Street. This new 
bar is deliberately 
designed as a speakeasy; 
don’t let its disguise as a 

barbershop and the 
entrance through a bookcase dissuade you 
from exploring. This place is special for its 
imaginative cocktails, from the Milky Bar 
Hero, which serves six and is aptly listed on 
the menu as a love affair between a Ramos 
Gin Fizz and a White Russian to the 
tirelessly popular Birdcage, a Johnnie 
Walker based 
concoction which will 
arrive at your table 
overflowing with 
liquid nitrogen.  

Indeed, instead of the 
usual whisky tour, 
buck the trend and 
explore the 
impressive Innis and Gunn HQ on 
Randolph Crescent. A decade ago, the 
creator of Innis and Gunn discovered, by 
accident, that beer matured in whisky casks 
resulted in a delicious brew. Since then, 
they have taken on the world of craft ales 
with their inimitable recipe and expanded to 
include even a Rum Finish in their 
distinctive array.  

The best way to see the city is to get up 
early (we know – not always the most 
glamorous option, but your efforts will be 
rewarded). Grab a takeaway coffee and 

breakfast from one of the city’s many 
artisan coffee shops and head towards the 
Scottish Parliament, with its quirky and 
unique architecture. Wander past the 
Queen’s Edinburgh residence, The Palace of 
Holyroodhouse and through the rugged 
moorland to finish your journey atop 
Arthur’s Seat. A 350 million year old former 
volcano, the peak of this hill offers 
unrivalled vistas of the entire city. As you 
descend, venture towards the Sheep’s Heid, 
reputedly Scotland’s oldest watering hole, 
in Duddingston, a beautiful ‘village within 
the city’ that is nestled into the base of 

Arthur’s Seat. For 
those still brimming 
with energy, take to 
the traditional 
bowling alley for an 
afternoon of activity 
with competitive 
locals. As recompense 
for your adventure in 
the crisp Scottish air, 

order the full works of traditional Scottish 
grub - haggis, neeps and tatties. Follow this 
up with a dram of Scotch, and as you sit in 
front of a roaring log fire, in the comfort of 
an armchair, you will wonder whether you 
really have to leave.  

I
“As recompense for your 
adventure in the crisp 

Scottish air, order the full 
works of traditional Scottish 

grub”
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